
Approved minutes of the Clyde Township Board Meeting – June 12, 2013. 

 

The regular monthly meeting of the Clyde Township Board was held at the Township 

Hall on Wednesday, June 12, 2013.  The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. 

 

Audience:  Glen Alderink, Anne Irwin, Scott and Heather Clark, Kay Zuris, Allan and 

Martha Kautz, John Hollander, Rick McKellips, Mark McKellips, Joe Schut. 

 

Roll Call:  Members present – Tom Giles, Bob Larsen, Bernie McLeod, Chris McKellips, 

and Cathy Ptak.  All present. 

 

A motion by McLeod, supported by Larsen, that the minutes of the May Board meeting 

be approved as written.  Motion carried. 

 

Correspondence:  The Township received a copy of a Notice of Site of Illegal Drug 

Manufacturing.  A lab producing methamphetamine was discovered at a house located 

within Clyde Township.    

 

A motion by Larsen, supported by McLeod, to approve the Treasurer’s report as 

presented.  Motion carried.  The report is attached and is now part of the official minutes. 

 

Bills were presented.  A motion by McLeod, supported by McKellips, that we pay the 

bills as presented.  Roll call vote – all yea’s.  Motion carried. 

 

 Checks 9523 – 9570 Total Disbursements $ 34,851.88 

 

Fire Chief McKellips reported they have applied to the DNR for a grant for turn-out gear.  

Next year will possibly apply for dry hydrants.  Grass Fires are down.  Everything is 

going good. 

 

Mark McKellips of the Cemetery Board reported he has the sign at Oak Grove Cemetery 

up.  There will be a meeting of the Cemetery Board to discuss dead trees and replacing 

them. 

 

Glen Alderink of the Fire Board reported that everything is going good and will have 

information on a new FAFD Fire Chief next month. 

 

Bernie McLeod of the Transfer Station reported everything is good.  The dirt cement is 

all packed down and looking good.  A resident asked McLeod questions regarding hours, 

cost and what is accepted at the Transfer Station.  McLeod addressed all of these 

questions with some discussion as to items accepted and fees.   

 

New Business:  The Allegan County Cities, Townships and Villages Association is 

asking for the Board’s support of their resolution to address the Methamphetamine 

Problem within Allegan County.  Clerk Ptak asked for the Board’s support on this issue.  

Roll call vote – all yea’s.   



 

Dr. Ann Irwin, a resident of Hutchins Lake addressed the Board and Audience regarding 

the destruction of the mute swans and their eggs.  Irwin is requesting the Board rescind 

the resolution that was passed in April of 2012.  She believes there was not enough 

communication between the residents and the Hutchins Lake Association Board 

regarding this issue.  There was some discussion regarding the Mute Swans and the 

Resolution among the Hutchins Lake Residents and the Board.  Supervisor Giles stated 

that he heard there have been no kills yet and is not comfortable rescinding the resolution 

at this time.  He would like to bring this topic back with our August Meeting.  Giles will 

call Mark at the DNR to obtain more information as to when the kill takes place and who 

is contracted to carry out the kills.  Dr. Ann Irwin thanked the Board for their 

consideration. 

 

Public Comments:  Is there anything new regarding the Fracking issue?  Supervisor Giles 

stated that a resolution opposing fracking was passed at the May Board Meeting. 

 

Supervisor Giles stated that we are studying the feasibility of Clyde’s Fire Department to 

rescind from the Fennville Area Fire Department.  It has come to the point where Clyde 

Township cannot absorb the expense.  Clyde Township draws a total of $85,000 in 

revenues.  To pay the $50,000 share that Clyde, Manlius and Fennville each pay is 

becoming too much for Clyde Township.  We are working with the DNR to possibly do a 

land swap for a Clyde Fire Dept. sub. station.  If a split from the FAFD occurs, this will 

not affect the safety or fire services to any residents of Clyde Township.  Depending on 

the home location we will still have mutual aid.  A motion by Giles, supported by Larsen, 

to appoint a body to conduct a thorough study regarding the feasibility of rescinding from 

the FAFD to present to the Board at the July 2013 Board Meeting.  Motion carried. 

 

No further business.  A motion by McLeod, supported by Larsen, we adjourn. 

Time:  8:40 p.m. 

 

     Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

     Cathy Ptak 

     Clyde Township Clerk     


