
Approved minutes of the Clyde Township Board Meeting – January 9, 2013. 
 
The regular monthly meeting of the Clyde Township Board was held at the 
Township Hall on Wednesday, January 9, 2013.  The meeting was called to 
order at 7:30 p.m. 
 
Audience:  Jeremy Brown, Kelly Fleming, Justin Batey, Roseanne and John 
Atkins, Jim Eckhart, Ron Thompson, Jackie Ladwein, John Lindahl, Don Nagel, 
Rick McKellips, Marilyn Johnson, Dana Mains, Ralph McMahon, Mary Dykstra, 
Carolyn Churchill, Jeffrey McCray, Glen Alderink, Mark Mills, Roger Wozniak, 
and Wen Reyes. 
 
Roll Call:  Members present – Tom Giles, Bob Larsen, Bernie McLeod, Chris 
McKellips, and Cathy Ptak.  All present. 
 
A motion by McLeod, supported by Larsen, that the minutes of the December 
Board meeting be approved as written.  Motion carried. 
 
Correspondence:  None. 
 
The Treasurer’s report was presented.  A motion by Larsen, supported by 
McLeod, to approve the Treasurer’s report as presented.  Motion carried. The 
report is attached and is now part of the official minutes. 
 
Bills were presented.  A motion by McLeod, supported by McKellips, that we pay 
the bills as presented.  Roll call vote – all yea’s.  Motion carried. 
 
  Checks 9306 – 9358 Total Disbursements:  $ 111,790.58 
 
Fire Chief McKellips reported that things are good, happy today is a payday for 
the firemen. 
 
Don Nagel of the Ambulance Board stated that they had a short meeting last 
month.  There were approximately 357 responses from January through 
November, 2012 in Clyde Township.  60 of these responses were transports 
(billable).  Nagle was able to view the reconditioned ambulance unit.  He stated 
that this unit looks as good as new and complete with a few upgrades.   
 
Glen Alderink of the Fire Board reported that at the FAFB Working Session 
Meeting there was a recommendation made 2-1 to approve Sarah Bushee as the 
new Fire Chief.  Alderink was the 1 no recommendation stating that of 5 
applicants only 2 were interviewed.  He questioned the hiring process, 
experience and qualifications of this applicant. 
A motion by Supervisor Giles, supported by Larsen, to accept Fire Board 
Representative Alderink’s recommendation and vote to deny the application of 
Sarah Bushee as FAFD Fire Chief.  Roll call vote – all yea’s.  Motion carried. 



Bernie McLeod of the Transfer Station stated that everything is fine. 
 
Dana Mains a resident of Clyde Township introduced herself to the Board.  
Mains’ intention at this meeting is to bring our attention to unconventional high 
volume horizontal extraction of natural gas.  She would like to go into more detail 
at the next meeting in February.  She stated that scientific studies have not been 
performed and evaluated.  We need more education.  This technique requires 
millions of gallons of water and up to 600 different chemicals.  This could be toxic 
and a threat to our ground water.  Giles agreed that there should be more 
discussion at our next meeting.   
 
Jeffrey McCray, account manager for Burnham & Flower Insurance Group 
introduced himself to the Board.  This was a courtesy visit.  He is very confident 
that Clyde Township’s insurance level is very strong.  He also offered two 
opportunities per year to apply for grant monies with regard to risk reduction 
projects. 
 
Mark Mills of the Allegan State Game Area introduced himself.  He is a wildlife 
biologist for the Southwestern Lower Peninsula Region of MI.  He reported that 
some mineral rights are held by the Bureau of Land Management of property 
owned by the State for non-development.  He is looking for local government 
entities to support the purchase of parcels.  This property would offer the public 
more opportunities for hunting, hiking, bird watching, etc.  Currently the State 
owns three sides of this property; this purchase would fill in the gap of ownership.   
A motion by Supervisor Giles, supported by McLeod, to support this sale of 
parcels to the State.  Motion carried.  Mark Mills offered to be the State resource 
for any residents with concerns and questions. 
 
John Lindahl of the Hutchins Lake Association stated they recently had a 
meeting.  At this meeting they discussed a need for a porta-potty at the 59th 
Street public access.  At this time they did not meet a consensus.  Due to the 
passing of Lake Board Representative Suzanne Holton, there is an opening for a 
new representative.  They are asking for names to fill this vacancy.   
 
Public Comments:  There was much discussion regarding Fracking and 
regulations.  We should all become more knowledgeable on this subject to 
protect our rights.  Supervisor Giles will look into a moratorium as a means of 
defense. 
 
No further business.  A motion by Larsen, supported by McLeod, we adjourn. 
Time:  8:35 p.m. 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
      Cathy Ptak  
      Clyde Township Clerk   



 
 


