
Approved minutes of the Clyde Township Board Meeting – April 10, 2013. 

 

The regular monthly meeting of the Clyde Township Board was held at the Township 

Hall on Wednesday, April 10, 2013.  The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. 

 

Audience:  Glen Alderink, John Hollander, and Jim Ekhardt. 

 

Roll Call:  Members present – Tom Giles, Bob Larsen, Bernie McLeod, and Cathy Ptak 

Chris McKellips was absent. 

 

A motion by McLeod, supported by Larsen that the minutes of the March Board meeting 

be approved as written.  Motion Carried. 

 

Correspondence:  The Board received a local ordinance Township Notification from the 

DEQ, Water Resources Division. 

 

A motion by McLeod, supported by Ptak, to approve the Treasurer’s report as submitted.  

Motion carried.  The report is attached and is now part of the official minutes. 

 

Bills were presented.  A motion by McLeod, supported by Larsen, that we pay the bills as 

presented.  Roll call vote – all yea’s.  Motion carried. 

 

 Checks 9441 – 9482 Total Disbursements:  $ 173,626.87 

 

Glen Alderink of the Fire Board asked the Board to approve payment of 1/3 the $600 cost 

of the Fire Chief 101 Course.  This cost will be divided among the three entities at a cost 

of $200 per entity.  A motion by Ptak, supported by Larsen we contribute $200 toward 

the cost of the Fire Chief 101 Course.  Roll call vote – all yea’s.  Motion carried.  The 

Board would like to recommend this course be required before any process of hiring 

takes place.  Alderink discussed the FAFD budget for next year.  There was discussion 

regarding raising the pay for Department Officers.  The opinion was to wait for a Fire 

Chief to be hired and in place before making any raise in payroll decisions which will 

affect the budget.  A motion by Ptak, supported by McLeod that the 702 wages budget 

line remain the same as last year at this time.  This will reflect the FAFD 2013-2014 

Budget at $147,735.  Roll call vote – all yea’s.  Motion carried. 

 

The Board formally recognized and honored Tom Chatman for his 40 years of honorable 

service with the Fennville Area Fire Department.  “Thank You Mr. Chatman!”. 

 

There was discussion regarding the loss of property value and revenues.  Due to the loss 

of property value revenue has decreased.  We are currently at 2 mils or $85,000 for fire 

protection; 1 mill to Clyde and 1 mil to Fennville Area.  Bob Larsen asked about the 

$30,000 each entity contributed to the FAFD.  The question raised is what budget line or 

cost center is this money deposited in for accountability?  Glen Alderink will look in to 

this matter. 

 



Bernie McLeod of the Transfer Station stated that he has a meeting tomorrow night, April 

11, 2013. 

 

Bob Larsen submitted the Planning Commission year-end report for March 2012 – 

February 2013 pursuant to the Zoning Enabling Act PA 110 of 2006.  The only official 

business taken care of this year was the recommendation of the Master Plan Final Draft 

to the Township Board as presented. 

 

New Business:  A motion by McLeod, supported by Larsen to approve the Township 

Work Order for Construction or Special Maintenance on Public Roads -  Project LH 

4700- On 60
th

 Street, south of 116
th

 Ave., from the timber bridge south approximately 

550’ to the existing pavement, to surface with two courses of gravel shoulders.  This cost 

will be split 50/50 with Ganges Township.  Roll call vote – all yea’s.  Motion carried.  

The work order will be signed and mailed to the Board of County Road Commissioners 

of Allegan County.  

 A motion by Ptak, supported by Larsen to implement and enforce the Notice of Failure 

to Comply with Order of Township Board and Impeding Demolition of Structure.  This is 

an order requiring the demolition of an unsafe building located at 1867 55
th

 Street within 

the Township to take place after April 10, 2013.  Roll call vote – all yea’s.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Jim Ekhardt asked the Board if he could hold a petition drive for Allegan County to ban 

Fracking at the Township Hall.  The Board considered and declined this request.  Ekhardt 

kindly offered to continue to simplify and pass on Fracking information to the Board.  

The Board thanked him for all of his current and continued information.  Any 

information and education on this matter is very much welcomed. 

 

No further business.  A motion by McLeod, supported by Larsen, we adjourn. 

Time:  8:12 p.m. 

 

     Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

     Cathy Ptak 

     Clyde Township Clerk 


